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: ■ v V'- aT' OGATA Explalns Information Agoncy: (UHCIASSIFIjSD) Chlo? 

Cabtoe.^; Seere tcr7jitt*12A Inkotara (IlTOUIi 3716} stated at a prosa oonfozw 
mp-:C«£;29 Hor that tho projootod information agoncy (DJTSUK; 37323) "is 



not a propaganda information Machina," Ha txplalnod that tha aganegr vould 
hara onty ane mission* to "lntarcapt radio massage* and navs txxm abroad 
ao that tha Government may leam vor Id trends and situations« n Special 
ea ph aale vould be placed on collecting nerva fran Comnunist China and the 
Soviet Union, To c arry out this funetion, the Government plans to purchase 
Materials and supplies trm the United States vi thin this year and to hire 
abeut 200 emplcyeea, mestty radio monitors, OGATA disclosed that a part 
ot the supplezaentary budget air e ady had been set aside to finance the 
initial cost of the project, Ansvoring qu es tions of newa reporters, 

OGATA atated that tho nev information agency vould not undertage genoral 
distribution of collected nevs; he had given up the idea of supplying 
nova to domestic media of øxpression eince such a service vould create 
the miaconception of "guidance and control of expressioo," l/hen repartors 
rendnded him that Prime Ittnistor YC6HIDA at the Upper House pi en ary 
séssion on 28 Nov i ad referrod to tho nev projoct os a ''newa dissomination 
organ, ” OGATA said the Prime Ministor* s neaning is unintelligiblo to him. 



Cocaaent; (ØHCLSSSIFIED) The projectod information agency has 
rocoivod beavy press covcrago during the past weel;. Editorials 
in the leading Tokyo nevspapers havo voicod appre hensi on ovor 
the nev projoct, fe aring that it vould develop into a rovivod 
pravar-type Cabinet Information Soard (ETTSlE-i 3723) combinod 
vith a nevs agoncy like the pro surrender Dcmoi Hot/s Agoncy 
vhich, under Government control, håndled forel gn and cl ornes ti c 
nevs, nov/s reels, and radio service, and thus becamo an important 
factor in curbing frec spoech. Part of this fear is cousod by 



tho principal figures devcloping plans for tho projectod in- 
formation agoncy, OGATA, former prosidont of tho var time 
Cabinet Information Board, has been Consulting vith two former 
officials of tho etofunet Dcmoi News Agoncy, former prosidont 
jtURUNO Inosulco and former chiof editor MATSUMOTO Shigohsru; 
both have been roccanaondod for executive positions in tho pro- 
jocted information agoncy. Bosidcs having receivod press 
criticism, the nev project may dovolop into a poli tical issuo, § 
The liberal Party asked OGATA to oxplain tho Govornmont*s plan 
at its Exccutive Board meeting on 28 Hov; it exprossod foars 
that tho information agoncy vould revive control of public 
opinion, and vould "run ccuntcr to tho spirit of party politics, 11 
Tho Right ving Socialists at a Control CamLttoo mooting on tho 
same day, approvod a ro solution opposing tho plannod information 
agoncy as a step towards plocing tho press under Govormont 
control, Tho resolution furthor eborgod that tho Government is 
attempting to influenco tho goneial public vith "mili toris tic 
and bure auer a tic" idoas so that thoy will support rcormamont. 
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